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US forces have launched an 

all-out assault on key 

government buildings in the prf®T& 

heart of Baghdad, a day j|gg 4 - 

after raiding Saddam gggjfll 

Hussein's main palace in 

the centre of the city They I U • ' ^ 

have been trading machine- 

gun, rocket and mortar fire 

tvith Iraqi forces since 

before dawn around the a ° ut J ® 

, , leader Sadd 

nalace compound. 

target ot a 

A10 planes have sent round on Monday 

after round smashing into 

the Planning Ministry P ane 

.... „ .I,. Mansour, a 

xiilding near the ’ 

Republican Palace, the 0 . ! e . 

BBC's Rageh Omaar in ™ e ' v,n S ' 

Baghdad says. The fighting a am 

comes amid uncertainty t ) v0 s< ^ r 


The air strike was carried out 
at 1400 local time 
(I000GMT) on Monday, but 
there has been no word as to 
whether the Iraqi president or 
any other senior officials 
were killed. 


security forces fend off the 
assaults and hunt down the 
culprits. 


The 50 alleged Taliban 
captured during the fighting 
were transferred to Herat. 
Tawaqli said 


"In the pockets of these 
senior commanders, we 
found lists detailing the 
names and native villages 
of those who've been 
attacking us," Tawaqli said 
"We've been looking for 
them house by house, one 
by one." 


April 07. 2003 opposition groups in 2001. 

The latest troubles in 
KABUL, Afghanistan (AP) Badghis began April 1 
- Afghan security forces when up to 500 suspected 

searched remote hills in Taliban fighters launched 

nation’s northwest on attacks on Akazia and Sipia 
Monday for several villages, 

hundred suspected Taliban east of 

fighters blamed for a recent capital, 

wave of attacks Tawaqli 
The fighters' names and W ere kill 
native • villages were battles, 5 
discovered on lists found in anc j 300 c 
the pockets of five senior mountain! 

Taliban commanders 

captured during fighting in E| even sc 
Badghis province last province's 
week, said Abdul Wahed kj|| e( j a 
Tawaqli, spokesman for the WO unded 
governor of neighboring w j t ^ rc 
Herat province, grenades 


provincial Tawaqli said several 
alai-e-Naw. suspectec j Taliban had 
50 Taliban a | reac ]y been ar rested in 
a day of T ues day's sweep 

e captured Afghan authorities say 
ed into the Taliban remnants are 
reorganizing in an effort to 
destabilize the fledgling 
oyal to the government of President 
-rnor were Hamid Karzai 

:ven ^ were Southern Afghanistan in 
ie fighting particular has been wracked 
launchers, by several attacks in the last 
automatic tew weeks by suspected 
e said. Taliban fighters, including 
authorities the murder of a Red Cross 
the attacks worker Ricardo Munguia 
and Herat an d an ambush on a U.S 
in sent 300 military convoy that killed 


strong Iraqi 10th Armoured Division when they moved 

- on its positions around 

the town of Amara, about 

^ r0m ^ an ' an b° rC * er '^ 

I have been handed over to 

local Iraqis with the help of 


American marines in 
eastern Iraq say they have 
aken control of an Iraqi 
nilitary division 

leadquartcrs without a 
Ight Commanders are 
loping it is an indication 
hat Iraqi resistance is 
tumbling Marines 

^countered only remnants 
if the estimated 15,000- 


A US missile has hit the 
Baghdad offices of Arab 
news service al-Jazeera 
television, killing one 
member of staff and 
wounding another, the 
station reported on 
Tuesday. Al-Jazeera's 
Baghdad correspondent 
Maher Abdullah said the 
missile strike destroyed an 
electricity generator and set 
fire to the office. But a US 
Central Command 

spokesman told BBC News 
Online the station "was not 
and never had been a 
target", although US 
military officials were 
looking into the incident. 
The Qatar-based network - 
dubbed the 'Arab CNN' - 
has come under intense 
criticism in London, 
Washington and Baghdad 
with its no-holds-barred 
coverage of the war in Iraq. 
But it remains the news 
source of choice in 35 
million Arab-speaking 
homes around the world. 
Al-Jazeera's Baghdad office 
is near the Iraqi 
Information Ministry but its 
correspondents are thought 
to conduct their live reports 
from a location near the 
Palestine Hotel, where 
many journalists are 


agency. reports 


spokesman said US planes 
had been responding to 
an attack by unnamed 
enemy forces on the 
outskirts of the town of 
Shkin. US-led forces have 
launched a number of 
operations in recent 
weeks against members of 
the former Taleban regime 
and remnants of Osama 
bin Laden's al-Qaeda 
network. 


Afghanistan says it has 
killed 11 Afghan civilians 
by mistake in an air 
attack. 


\ ^ w0 American military 

y r bases were shot by 

We were caught rockets last Monday 
Abdullah said. 

Roger King, a spokesmar 
for American troops it 
Kabul, said that one ol 
the American bases was 


The deaths occurred 
when "a bomb dropped 
by coalition aircraft 
landed on a house... near 
the Pakistan border," US 
military spokesman 
Douglas Lefforge told 


staying 
by surprise. 

"One missile hit the 
pavement in front of us, 
ripping out windows and 
doors and then one hit the 
generator." News 

announcers named the dead 

man as Tarek Ayoub, and bit by a rocket in Gardez 
the injured man as Zohair 
al-lraqi. Rival satellite 
station 

announced its Baghdad 
bureau had also been hit 
and broadcast a live report 
showing its camera position 
under attack. Footage from 
Abu Dhabi TV also showed event 
a fire blazing in the al 
Jazeera office Al-Jazeer; 

TV crew were seen An American 


reporters at the US air base 


the capital of Paktii 
Abu Dhabi TV province, while anothei 
military base which i; 
near Khost airport wa: 
hit by two rockets. This 
caused 11 c 
casualties or damage. 

military 

base located in Asaac 
Abad, the capital ol 
Kunar province, was alsc 
shot by three rockets las 
week which had the same 


April 07.2003 district headquarters on was to compel all foreigr 

PESHAWAR The Taliban Sunday morning "Armed forces to pullout fron 
are claiming to have taken Taliban fired in the air to Afghanistan He said the 
control of the headquarters force the government "jihad" would continue 
in Naubahar and Shinkai militiamen to vacate the unt 'l the US-led occupatior 
districts in the southwestern Uloswali (district offices) forces withdrew fron 
Zabul province in They spared the lives of the Afghanistan 

Afghanistan. government functionaries He pointed out thai 

because the Taliban objective Afghans serving the US 
A Taliban spokesman, was to make their presence rnilitary authorities ir 
Mohammad Mukhtar felt rather than harming Afghanistan or working foi 

Mujahid, told The News fellow Afghans," he the "puppet" Hamid Karza 
that their fighters evicted explained. government would bt 

the Afghan government considered a legitimate 

officials manning the Mujahid said the primary' aim target in case they refusec 
Naubahar and Shinkai of the Taliban and their allies to give up their work 
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Ismail Khan, the Herat 
governor, stated that the 
problem which was created 
between his army and 
journalists of radios and 
publications was a 
"misunderstanding" He 
declared that Herat 
province is the house ot 
Afghan and foreign 
journalists and he invited 
all of the journalists to 
come back to that historical 
province. 

Dear brothers and sisters! 

Be aware and try to know 
that all those who have 
power use the word 
"misunderstanding" when 
they perform an illegal 


action. We still remember 
and you must recall that 
after the destruction of each 
part of our country and 
after every killing only one 
word was said which was 
"misunderstanding." Those 
guilty people had no fear 
since they knew that they 
could not be punished if 
they used the word 
"misunderstanding." 

And now that the Herat 
governor has realized the 
power of the publications to 
force the Afghan 
administration and knows 
that his power and his 
income which he earns as 
custom or transportation 


tax. are in danger, he says 
that insulting, punishing 
and expelling journalists 
was a "misunderstanding." 
He used the same word 
"misunderstanding" in the 
same style, in the same 
time and in the same tone 
as the people in the past 
Unfortunately, the Interior 
Ministry of Afghanistan 
does not hold workshops 
for province governors and 
other leaders or heads ot 
the districts in order to 
teach them law and justice. 
It seems that the Interior 
Ministry is still not aware 
of such problems. 


"Eight enemy were killed in 
action and Afghan forces 
have taken 15 persons 
under control," US* military 
spokesman. Colonel Roger 
King said on Friday. He 
said around 35,000 pounds 
(16 tons) of ordnance and 
five ty pes of aircraft were 
used on the rebel 
positions during the 
fighting on Wednesday 
and Thursday. "They are no 


longer in the positions that 
they were holding. They 
have no longer access to 
supplies that were 
stockpiled on that 
mountain," Colonel King 
said A spokesman for the 
Kandahar authorities, 

Khalid Pashtun, said two 
government soldiers were 
killed in the fighting and 
another two were 
wounded. Khan 


Mohammed, Afghan 
military commander, said 
on 'Thursday: "Six months 
ago their attacks were 
sporadic. But today there is 
a new organization to the 
Taliban." Kandahar 

province, where Spin 
Boldak is located, was a 
powerbase of the Taliban 
organization until it was 
ousted from power in a US- 
led war in 2001 


(By Khisrow Mohava) 
People say: 

It seems that there is 


muggers. 

security 


Because 

officials 


competition between 

I government ‘ security 
officials and the robbers 
and muggers. Because 
when security officials 
claim that they are fulfilling 
their duties responsibly and 
that there is a decrease in 
crime and burglary, the 
thieves and muggers 
immediately show the 
security that they are still in 
control by performing 
criminal acts as a reaction. 

People say: 

It looks like fixing the price 
rate for taxis and buses is 
the only duty of the 
Transportation Ministry, 
the Traffic Directorship and 
the Kabul Municipality. 
They do not follow up on 
their responsibility and 
enforce the price rates and 
control the vehicles. If they 
are doing their job, then 
why are the people charged 
more than the chosen rates 0 

, People say: 

Afghan children need 


schools that have doors, 
windows, chairs, tables, 
dusters and chalk. Afghan 
children need schools that 
have books and teachers. 
While none of this 
equipment exists in our 
schools, why are the 
authorities in the Ministry 
of Education asking the 
donors to provide Afghan 
students with computers 
and advanced supplies 0 If 
Afghan students are given 
all these computers and 
other machinery, where 
will electricity and 
generators in these schools 
come from? 

People $ay: 

When the assistant director 
of the Education Ministry 
of Afghanistan says in 
interviews that the ministry 
does not have qualified and 
experienced teachers, why 
has he written on his office 
door "No Vacancy." It 
seems that he does not 
want to disclose the truth 
that 


People say: 

Privileges and support that 


are provided by the 
International 

Organization of 

Migration (IOM) to 
Afghan experts and 
specialists are not 
reaching the deserving 
staff' Instead those whose 
friends or relatives work 
in IOM or have high 
positions in the Afghan 
administration easily 
benefit. No documents or 
evidence are required in 
order to benefit from such 
aid 

People say: 

Some Afghan employees 
who were working in one 
of the government offices 
were given scholarships 
and were sent to India in 
order to improve their 
skills. They returned from 
India having diplomas 
and perfect skills, but 
they were not hired back 
in those offices where 
they used to work. Most 
of these employees are 
now jobless. 

People say: 

Different foods are sold 
against different prices, in 
different parts of Kabul 
city. There is a 10 to 50 
rupees difference in the 
prices. The Kabul 

municipality or the 
responsible government 
officials are doing 

nothing to avoid such a 
problem. 
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1 Human remains found in 
an abandoned Iraqi 
military base are those 
of Iranian soldiers killed 
in the Iran-lraq war, an 
Iranian general has said 
Brigadier-General 
Mirfeisal Baqerzadeh 
i said the bodies were 
discovered at the base 
near al-Zubayr in 
i southern Iraq recently 
after a joint search 
operation between the 
two countries But. he 
said, the current conflict 
had meant arrangements 
to return the bodies to 
Iran had been put on 
hold. Forensic scientists 
from the UK are due to 
examine the skulls and 
bones, which were 
discovered wrapped in 
fragments of military 
clothing in makeshift 
coffins, in an attempt to 
I establish their identities 


Evidence found at the scene 
suggests many of the deaths 
occurred on the premises. 
Human rights groups 
suggest they may even be 
victims of the 1991 Gulf 
War Hania Mufti, of 
Human Rights Watch, told 
BBC News Online that 
thousands of executions of 
people accused of plotting 
against the Iraqi 
government had taken 
place since the conflict. 
The Iraqi regime has 
refuted all claims that the 
skeletal remains are those 
of executed opponents of 
Saddam Hussein It says the 
remains are .those of Iraqi 
soldiers killed during the 
1980-88 Iran-lraq conflict 
and had been returned 
recently from Tehran The 
area has now been sealed off 
and is being treated as a 
mass war grave by UK 
troops 


US and Afghan forces 
have killed eight 
suspected Taliban 

fighters in the southern 
mountains of 

Afghanistan on Sunday. 
US officials sav. 

j 

Another 15 people have 
been taken prisoner 
following a two-day 
operation in the 
province of 

Kandahar.The bombing 
campaign over the last 
two days took place near 
the town of Spin Boldak 
where officials say they 
discovered around 40 
suspected Taliban. 

Afghan and US officials 
are concerned that 
Taliban forces are 
regrouping after they 
were driven from power 
18 months ago. 


The regime of Saddam 
Hussein appears to . be 
disintegrating in Baghdad, 
uith US troops expanding 
their control and looting 
breaking out in the eastern 
part of the city Jubilant 
Iraqis have greeted 
arriving marines in the 
Shia stronghold of 
Saddam City, the BBC's 
\ndrew Gilligan in 
Baghdad reports. United 
Nations oflices and shops 
near the Olympic 
Committee building - the 
base of Saddam Hussein's 
son Uday - have been 
ransacked Television 
pictures showed people 
kicking images of Saddam 
Hussein and carrying off 
eventhinu from elaborate 


vases to office furniture. The 
BBC's Paul Wood says 
people would not be 
behaving in this way unless 
they were sure Saddam 
Hussein's grip on the city had 
been broken There was no 
sign of the police or army as 
drivers ignored traffic signals 
and people looted 
government buildings and 
research institutes. 

But US Central Command 
has emphasised that some 
Iraqis may still be prepared 
to fight to stop the US 
advance There has been 
some sporadic and 
apparently disorganised 
resistance in the centre of the 
city, where gun fire and tank 
fire could be heard on 
Thursdav mommy 


British soldiers are 
taking the first steps to 
restore order to the 
southern Iraqi city of 
Basra as looting begins 
to subside. 

The move comes as 
coalition forces said they 
are planning to hold a 
regional conference very 
soon to establish political 
leadership for the whole 
of southern Iraq. 

British officers have 
been working with the 
remnants of Basra's 
police force and have 
asked a local cleric to set 
up a committee to help 
bring the streets under 
control as they start to 
tackle lawlessness. 

In one episode British 
soldiers foiled a raid on a 
bank vault, military 
spokesmen said 
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